Mercurial salivation and its sequelae are peculiar among the many diseases against which the dentist has to contend. This affection has several synonyms, among the most common and characteristic of which is ptyalism. Generally it is, therapeutically or pathologically speaking, a condition resulting from the constitutional effect of certain remedies administered with a view of lessening the plasticity of the blood in diseases of a sthenic form, characterized bv great plasticity of that fluid.
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There are several articles in the Materia Medica, whose action in the human system is manifested on the gums and mucous membrane of the mouth and throat. These agents belong both to the vegetable and the mineral kingdoms. Many of them, especially those of the former, excite simply increased action of the salivary glands, while others of an inorganic nature, show their effect on the glandular organs of the month and pharynx only through the system at large; such as the preparations of mercury, iodine, gold, etc.
But first of all let us define the condition termed salivation: It is an excessive flow of saliva from the glands of the mouth and adjoining parts, whose office it is to secrete this fluid for useful purposes in the first process of diges- 
